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RARE BOOKS AND MANUSCRIPTS SPECIALIZING IN MUSIC, DANCE AND THEATRE ARTS 


BERTON, Pierre-Montan [le Breton] 1727-1780 and Jean-Claude TRIAL 1732-1771 

Silvie. Opera en trois actes avec un prologue. Representé devant leurs Majestés à Fontainebleau 
le 17 Octobre 1765, et par l’Accadémie royale de Musique le 18 Novembre 1766. Dédiées A son 
Altesse Sérénissime Monseigneur Le Prince de Conty..Les paroles sont de Mr. Laujon...Gravé 
par Coulubier. [Full Score]. Paris: Le Marchand [1767-1768]. 


Folio. Full early leather (slightly worn and rubbed) with elaborate coat of arms gilt-stamped to 
upper and lower boards. If. (title), 332 pp. (slight spotting to final leaf, small worm hole to 
lower margin of first 7 leaves, small tear to margin of pp. 175/176). Engraved throughout. A 
fresh, bright, wide-margined copy. Indecipherable [?]control signature to margin of first page of 
music. 


First Edition (first or second issue). Lesure p. 49. CPM Vol. 5 p. 281. BUC p. 104. RISM B2361 
(two copies only recorded). There appears to have been three, or possibly four, issues of this 
publication. RISM gives precedence to the issue by Le Marchand (our copy), while Lesure opts 
for that issued by Trial, of which RISM locates 9 copies. 


In 1755 Berion won the position of orchestral director at the [Paris] Opéra, succeeding Boyer. 
"he excelled in the arrangement of older stage works lo suite contemporary taste... [composers 
whose works were revived included Campra, Lully and Rameau]...In 1767 Berton and J.C. Trial 
succeeded François Rebel and Francoeur as managers of the Opéra..[Berton] took full charge of 
the Opéra as directorgeneral in 1775...[In Berton's music] there are reminders of Stamitz and 
Rameau and, in Silvie, talianate display arias and secco recitative." New Grove Vol. 2 p. 642. $ 750. 
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AVEC UN PROLOGUE 
Represente devant leurs Mapestas a Lontatrneblau le 1 7 Octobre? 
1765, et par lAccaderme royale de Musique le 18 IVovenbre 1766. 
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